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Lake Baikal, inundations at Irkoutsk are frequent
and cause great destruction to life and property.

The great province or 'Government of Irkoutsk is
bounded on the east by the Pacific Ocean, on the
north by the Frozen 'Ocean, on the west by the
province of Tomsk (Western Siberia), and on the
south by the vast chain of mountains known as the
Altai range, "which divide Siberia from the Chinese
possessions in Mongolia. The Grovernment is
divided into four districts, viz. Irkoutsk proper,
Nertchinsk, Yakoutsk, and Okhotsk. A great pro-
portion of the inhabitants of this enormous area
are Toungouses and Yakouts, wandering semi-
savage tribes who live by hunting and fishing,
and of which the Toungouses arc the most
numerous- The residence of the Governor-General
of Eastern Siberia, who at the time of our visit was
General Ignatieff, a brother of the famous diplomat,
is at Irkoutsk.

My ideas of Siberia wore, before I left England,
extremely vague. It is a country in which, before
I undertook this voyage, I had token but little or
no interest. There are but few works written
bearing upon -the region we passed through, The
only ones I had over read on the subject were
"Michel Strogoff" and "Culled Back"! The
reader will judge for himself how faithfully these
authors have portrayed Irkoutsk, the scene of the
" Courier of the Czar's " triumph, and the meeting
between " Dr, Ceneri," and " Gilbert Vnughan " !

It was a bright sunny morning, when, about 8
a.m. on the 12th of August, wo dashed into the
city, and, after a longish drive through its broad